EXPLORING THE BEST
OF THE REGION’S
GLORIOUS FLORA
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Midnight in the Garden

AFTER TEN YEARS OF PATIENT NURTURING,
THE STUNNING GYMEA LILIES ARE FLOWERING
AT PROJEKT 3488 ;

l ransformed from a gravel carpark into a sanctuary of curated natives, the
gardens of Warburton venue Projekt 3488 are a masterclass in landscape
design “l wouldn't call myself a gardener, but my mum Sue instilled in me her
passion for gardening. When | was a child, she carved off a triangle of our garden
and told me | could grow whatever | wanted. Mum rarely bought plants from
a nursery, but she was always taking cuttings from plants she liked. | made this
garden in honour of her after she passed, and | felt her guide me just as she did
when | was a young boy,” says Mark Fenech. “She imparted in me a deep respect
for the process of nurturing. I've never been trained but I've felt my way in, and
I've been prepared to experiment.”
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The stunning gymea lily tookten years to-bloom;-and bloom it did!

“This garden helps me restore my faith.
& : F4oa]
Every day I find my solace in its spaces...
[ am happiest when 1 feel mry own sense of place
within its natural hierarchy.”

"And there is an ever-present soundscape — the tumbling of Four Mile

Creek through the fern glade at the rear of the garden, the frogs, the native
bird life, the gum leaves whispering to one another in the wind — day and night
there is life here."

Now the gums have grown tall enough so that the view through to Mt Bride

and Groom Hill (fitting for a wedding venue) has been revealed again. “In a
garden, consider the space between and underneath — the negative space — as
important,” says Mark. Participating several times in the Open Gardens program
over the years has meant returning visitors can remind Mark of just how far, how
much growth, has occurred.

It's a garden he knows his mum would adore and Mark acknowledges her
continued inspiration and presence. The fence, he points out, is made of railway
sleepers — an homage to his mum’s passion for trainspotting and a tribute to
Warburton's railway history at the end of the line.

“This garden helps me restore my faith. Every day | find my solace in its spaces. If
| don't know what to do, Sandi, my partner, will say, 'go to the garden’. It centres

me and returns me to the quiet. | am happiest when | feel my own sense of place
within its natural hierarchy.” &

www.Projekt3488.com.au



